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Study Guide for

DRAMATIC PORTRAYALS

OF GREAT WOMEN IN AMERICAN HISTORY

HARRIET (“MOSES”) TUBMAN (1820-1913)

Liberator and the most famous conductor on the Under-
ground Railroad. In her lifetime, the law made it a crime
for her to learn to read or write, but in her youth, she set
her mind to make a difference, against all odds, and she
became a legend.

Chronology

Born Harriet Ross on the Brodas plantation in Dorchester County, Maryland

Makes first attempt to escape from slavery

Suffers a near-fatal blow to the head that leads to lifelong “sleeping fits”

Marries John Tubman

Escapes from slavery; befriends abolitionist leaders

Makes first of 19 trips into the South as a conductor on the Underground Railroad
Makes first trip to Canada

Rescues parents from slavery; settles in Auburn, New York

Meets abolitionist John Brown

Travels to South Carolina to work with the Union army as a nurse

Becomes a spy for the Union army; leads a raid on South Carolina’s Combahee River;
Frees 750 Slaves

Works in Virginia Hospital

Marries Nelson Davis

Receives a medal from Queen Victoria of England

Builds a home for sick and elderly blacks

Moves into home

Dies of pneumonia

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY
(People)

Report on the involvement or influence of the following:

Susan B. Anthony, Sarah Bradford, Edward Brodas, John Brown, Joseph Cinque, Frederick Douglas,
W. E. B. DuBois, Thomas Garrett, William Lloyd Garrison, Ulysses Grant, Harriet Green (mother),

Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln, J. W. Loguen, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, William Still,

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Dred Scott.






